How much does it cost to Train and Equip a Fire fighter?
Training and equipping a firefighter is a significant investment, costing anywhere from $4,000 for volunteers to over $50,000 for full-time career hires, depending on prior experience and required certifications (like EMT/Paramedic). Key costs include Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) (helmets, coats, SCBA, boots) around $10,000-$16,000+, Fire Academy tuition/fees ($1,000-$7,000+), and potentially EMT/Paramedic training ($5,000+). 
Equipment Costs (PPE & Gear)
· Full Structural Gear (Turnouts): $3,000 - $5,000+ per set (coat, pants, helmet, boots, gloves, hood).
· Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA): ~$8,000 - $9,000+ per unit.
· Radios & Lights: ~$1,000 - $5,000+ (vary widely).
· Wildland Gear: ~$2,000 - $5,000 for a complete set. 
Training Costs
· Fire Academy: ~$1,000 - $7,000 for basic certification.
· EMT/Paramedic Certification: Adds ~$5,000 - $6,000+.
· Ongoing Training: Continuous education, specialized certifications, and live burns add to annual costs. 
Total Investment Examples
· Volunteer: $4,000 - $6,000 initial, covering basic gear and training.
· Career Hire (No prior training): Can reach $27,000 - $57,000 or more, including academy, gear, and certifications.
· Experienced Hire: Replacing an experienced firefighter can cost $175,000+ due to lost skills and training time. 


How much does it cost to Train & Equip a Police Officer?
Training and equipping a police officer in the U.S. costs anywhere from tens of thousands to over $100,000, primarily due to extensive academy time, on-the-job training, salaries/benefits during training, and gear; while academy tuition might be $1,500-$6,500, the total investment includes salaries, benefits, equipment (uniforms, weapons, vehicles), and extended field training, often reaching $100k-$240k for a fully effective officer over a few years. 
Training Costs Breakdown:
· Academy Tuition: Basic costs for state-run academies can range from $1,500 to $6,500, covering basic instruction, but sometimes departments cover this.
· Salaries & Benefits: Often the largest expense, as recruits are hired employees earning a salary (or partial salary) plus benefits while in the academy, adding $15,000+ per officer just for academy period.
· On-the-Job Training (FTO): Several months of field training with a senior officer (Field Training Officer) adds significant costs for the FTO's time and the recruit's salary.
· Total Training Estimates: Some sources suggest the total investment in training (academy + FTO + salary/benefits) can reach $100,000 to $240,000 per officer. 
Equipment Costs:
· Initial Gear: Costs for uniforms, badges (around $75-$250), weapons, duty belts, body armor, communication devices, etc., vary but can add several thousand dollars.
· Department Policy: Some large departments provide everything, while smaller ones might offer allowances, putting more cost burden on the officer. 
Key Factors Influencing Cost:
· State & Department: Policies differ significantly; some states mandate job offers before training, others don't.
· Officer Status: Whether the recruit is a paid employee from day one or pays their own way.
· Length of Training: The extensive, multi-year process to reach full competency adds to overall costs. 
· My Point is: Don’t skimp on the batteries, chargers and audio gear. It’s like having a $5,000 Stereo and some 50 year old speakers. It just doesn’t work.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                   Our Promise To Our Public Safety Customers

          Here at Sandown Wireless you will deal with just one person, no machines, no offshore help desk, none of that. I have been maintaining Public Safety radio since 1979 as a radio technician and later as The County Communications Coordinator. In 1999 I retired from the Rockingham County NH Sheriff’s Department and started Sandown Wireless. In radio, I know what works and what doesn’t. I’m a wealth of experience here. Just call or drop me an e-mail and tell me what you need. I’ll be happy to point you in the right direction. My Ham Radio call sign is since 1967 is WA1HZK.
	Our main Radio Parts supplier, Power Products, is privately held and headquartered in Alpharetta, GA, a high tech suburb of Atlanta. Our new California warehouse enables quick shipping and superior customer service nationwide. Sandown Wireless has a significant Public Safety customer base located throughout the USA. 
We also supply custom engineered and manufactured steel communications towers manufactured in the USA by ROHN Industries, the national leader in steel tower structures. We can get you a State Stamped set of custom engineering drawings and the steel supplied to your construction site. If you need a recommendation for a professional installer, just ask.

OUR MISSION
We keep the world energized and communicating by delivering power solutions, audio gear, leather and steel structures where quality and responsiveness matter. When your life is on the line, we will not let you down.
Keith Clark
Sandown Wireless
USA
